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Dear High Plains Community,

Can you believe it's December? As we count down the days left in the year, we
have so many exciting things! I would like to welcome Becky Palmiere as the
new 4th grade teacher! As some of you may have known, 4th grade class
numbers were higher than projected. After a robust search, she was selected
and has been so positive and excited to meet everyone! Please join me in
welcoming her to High Plains.

Thank you to the parents who showed up at our first Co�ee with the Principal
this past Tuesday. This is a relaxed space for me to listen and  learn from you. In
the future, your participation will help create agendas and action items for
future conversations. I know that Tuesday mornings may not work for everyone,
but I will create more opportunities for parents and community members in the
future.



Lastly, I need your  help! The annual Educator of the Year nominations are open.
If you have a teacher or specialists (Psychologist, Speech Language Pathologist,
Occupation and Physical Therapist)  that you want to celebrate, the Educator of
the Year nomination is a wonderful way to show them. We would like to hear
from students as well!   One suggestion is to ask them how they would describe
the educator or what they most enjoy about them. Please use this link to
complete the nomination. They are due January 13th!

Committee Updates- Parent Committees will always be announced in the Hawk
Express and the marquee.

School Accountability Committee (SAC)- The purpose of SAC is to provide a
space for community members to gain insight on how High Plains is working to
meet the accountability goals for excellence and equity, college and career and
for a safe and caring environment. Each meeting will have a school performance
report from me which includes important updates on school planning e�orts.
Meeting PowerPoint from our last meeting

Partnership for Academically Successful Students P.A.S.S. Committee-
The P.A.S.S. committee at High Plains is a group of parents, teachers, and the
principal who partner to ensure that High Plains is an inclusive learning
environment for all students.  We meet to engage in conversations about race in
order to examine achievement, learning, instruction and student involvement of
our underrepresented student groups so as to eliminate the predictable
disparity in achievement.  All parents are welcome to join in these important
conversations.
Meeting notes from our last meeting are not available because we didn’t have
any attendees.

Upcoming Meeting
Our next meeting is Thursday 12/8 from 5:30-7. Our topic will be
“Antisemitism in the Community.”  Please come to take part in this

https://forms.gle/gSLA872AEnCU5upT6
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IJTnatHxaV0C3I668iRxEmA_cDZi9gxmyWOyIc55DjQ/edit?usp=sharing


important conversation! Food and drink will be provided, Translation
services are available upon requests.

Thank you,
Principal Cooper

Readers of the Week

Jacob Knoll
Dezirae Ternoir
Cole Michie
Odin Otterstrom
Callen Olson
Holden Pastian
Bryson Griffin
Sammy Plotkin
Addison Simon
Zyanna Ramos
Laina Kim
Westley Tanis
Logan Baldwin
Ellen Xu
Lena Harris
Carver Robbins
Suprim Bhattarai



Tejas Janardhan
Connor Leppert
Sharon Akinrinola
Yoselin Barrera Gomez

Heroes of the Week

Eden Hartzenberg - Encouraging
Addison Simon - Responsible
Carver Robbins - Ownership
Kylia Carr - Encouraging
Alys Spring - Respectful
Geneva Buck - Encouraging
Sophia Joslyn - Honest
John Thompson - Responsible
Audre Beerbower - Encouraging
Saiid Tolentino Miranda - Respectful



Spotlight on Sta�!

Mr. Angel Valenzuela-ILC Para

Mr. Angel is proud to have attended High Plains as an
elementary student! For the past year, he has worked as an ILC
para, supporting  students all around the building. When
walking the halls, you almost always can catch Mr. Angel
wearing a smile. He is a big movie fan, and enjoys vacationing
in warm places and enjoying family time! Thank you Mr. Angel
for coming “home” to High Plains. We appreciate you.



Guess who?

One of our sta� members had a past career as a Animation and Visual
E�ects TV and film producer! Their IMBd profile includes credits for the
Simpsons, Catwoman, and X-Men! Can you guess who? The sta�
member will be revealed in next week’s Hawk Express.

December Holidays and Recognitions

*If I forget any holiday or days of recognition, please let me know. My intention is to
bring awareness (mine included) to days that are important to you!


